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Synopsis

Understanding Terrorism: Challenges, Perspectives, and Issues offers a multidisciplinary,
comprehensive exploration of contemporary terrorism that helps readers develop the knowledge
and skills they need to critically assess terrorism in general and terrorist incidents. The Fifth Edition
has been comprehensively updated with new information on terrorist incidents, evolving terrorist
environments, and emerging perspectives on counterterrorism and security. Author Gus Martin
provides a fresh analysis of violent extremism throughout, with discussions of both international and
domestic challenges and options. Focused discussion is provided on contemporary threats, new
movements and tendencies, and the effectiveness of responses to these scenarios. Profiles are
provided of prominent individuals, including updated information on longstanding extremist
personalities. Discussion of policies and responses to terrorist environments has been augmented
to include new perspectives on counterterrorist options, comparisons of domestic and international
scenarios, and the contexts of promoting regional and national security. The effectiveness of policy
options is discussed within the contexts of international threat scenarios, as well as domestic

scenarios, including regional security challenges and responses.
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Customer Reviews

"""| am very favorably impressed with this book. The author is well informed and an excellent writer.
The recommended readings, Web sites, boxes, tables and the like provide very attractive features.

There is an abundance of very good historical and current examples. | would adopt this book for my



courses and look forward to its publication."" -- Frank Hagan""l am very favorably impressed with
this book. The author is well informed and an excellent writer. The recommended readings, Web
sites, boxes, tables and the like provide very attractive features. There is an abundance of very
good historical and current examples. | would adopt this book for my courses and look forward to its
publication.""--Frank Hagan"This is the type of text you want to keep and refer to it for information of
other topics. It is a complete text that any student can learn from"--Greg Allen"[Understand
Terrorism] is very easy for students to grasp the concepts of what they are reading, the timeline is a
phenomenal resource for students in tracking terrorist activity, and the explanations of different
terrorist acts are a wonderful tool to enhance student engagement and discussion."--Ronda M.
Blevins"The Student Study Site looks like a great resource for students. The amount of detail in the
text is great....The writing style is clear and concise. All of the material is presented in a manner that
is conducive to learning."--Matthew Costello"The length and writing style is appropriate for our
student body, is interactive and certain to maintain student attention, and is conceptual....This book

is excellent."--Shawn L. Schwaner, Ph.D.

"This is the type of text you want to keep and refer to it for information of other topics.A Itis a
complete text that any student can learn from" (Greg Allen)"[Understand Terrorism] is very easy for
students to grasp the concepts of what they are reading, the timeline is a phenomenal resource for
students in tracking terrorist activity, and the explanations of different terrorist acts are a wonderful
tool to enhance student engagement and discussion." (Ronda M. Blevins)"The Student Study Site
looks like a great resource for students. The amount of detail in the text is great.a [The writing style
is clear and concise. All of the material is presented in a manner that is conducive to learning."
(Matthew Costello)"The length and writing style is appropriate for our student body, is interactive
and certain to maintain student attention, and is conceptual.a [This book is excellent." (Shawn L.
Schwaner, Ph.D.)

| only ordered this book because | was told | have to have it. Most of the time | find the books to be
cheaper on than with the school or their book stores. Make sure you shop before using the schools
to obtain the materials you need to complete your courses. This is a college book that | had to order
to fulfill my class work. The book provided the information | needed to complete the entire task
assigned by the facilitator. To most people there will be nothing special about this book. And | would
imagine that if you are buying this book you are not doing so out of fun. Good luck in your future

courses and positions. May all your classes bring you much knowledge.



Gus Martin is an author that frequently pops up within the Security Studies sector. He has yet to
disappoint me with his work. Unlike other text books, Martin is able to provide a breakdown of
information without boring his readers. | am always able to look up exactly what | want and find it
immediately without digging through redundant statements of information. Martin utilizes his
knowledge to provide the most efficient way of understanding terrorism. | have frequently used
Martin’s texts as a go to reference for multiple classes, many of which do not require this as my text
book.

One of the best counter-terrorism books out there. Excellent.

As far as textbooks go it was one of the clearest and easiest to read.

This book gives one great perspective about today’s challenges with the chaotic state of our world
and the trite overuse of the word Terrorism. It delves into the various kinds of amoral activity
currently called Terrorism and reaches out to the reader to become aware of how day to day
conversations can make a difference. Mr. Martin defines several types of criminal Terrorist behavior
and helps the reader take a more balanced view of those events currently called "terrorist acts". If

you really want to get a handle on our world, this book will help.

This book is a great resource for homeland security students. It really explains world events through

a history of time, and how the tensions and differences that led to those events.

Excellent book for those wanting to learn and understand terrorism. Great history, easy read.

Book is an excellent resource and has been very interesting for my college course.
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